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Killer Joe (Part 1 melody)
Benny Golson

All play single lines. For octs: Tenor play upper note,others play lower note,
AA2 D CC D D CT

D
B

D

BBFMTO5) 8Te FM BT

FMB ADBT

C D CT

DD

(Solos)

Killer Joe has a 32-bar AABA form.The extreme contrast between the A and B sections creates
a great sense of tension and release. It was originally played with a medium-swing feel.

On Cue: Background for solos. Tenor play upper octave. Others play lower octaveAA2

B AS
4

(after solos)

D.C. al Coda
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Supplemental Material - Killer Joe
Sample Piano Voicings
Basic 3-note voicings

F BBTBTBTFMD C FMTS BTo)

O- to Obo

7
b7

Rootless voicings

F BBTB7CT

b8
D FFEM5) BT0

0
Useful Scales

(C(D CMixolydianD MixolydianD Blues Scale

3 4 5 6 7 12 3 45 6 57 1
1b3 4 b5 5 7 1

(8)(BT) B MixolydianBHalf/whole diminished (8T) B Mixolydian

12 3 45 6 7 13 4 5 6 b7 1

1 2 b3 3 b5 b6 7 b7 1

Sample Bass Line

AA2 D
CCD DTC

51 7 15 1 517 511 13 5 6 1 7 5 3

BFM BFMBTo
CD

b3 15311b3 b5 b3 1 b75 3151115
1 7

FM BTBT Play letter A
8bars-

B A3

1 315 115 315163 5 1
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KillerJoe (Part 2 harmony)
Tenor play upper notes, others play lower notes.

CT cD

BTCTD FwB709)B FMTO9

C7A DB BFMBT

DD C7CD

D DC
Solos)

A2

B

On Cue: Background for solos. Tenor play upper octave. Others play lower octave.

A3
4

O
after solos)

DC. al Coda
Useful scales: D Bluss Scale C Mixolydian C)D Mixolydian (D)

6-
1 2 3 45 6 b7 1

12 3 4 5 6 b7 11 b3 4 b5 5 b7 1

BMixolydian BB half/whole dimin. Bb Mixolydian B

DO

23 45 6 67 11 23 45 6 b7 11 b2 b3 3 b5 5 6 b7 1
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KillerJoe (Part 3 harmony)
All play single lines. For octaves: Tenor play upper note, others play lower note.

DA1A2 C CDC D

D C BFMB FT5) B

A3 DT CB BBT FM

CD DC7D

DCD
(Solos)

On Cue: Background for solos. Tenor play upper octave. Others play lower octave.A1 A2

A3

(after solos)

DC. al Coda

C Mixolydian CD MixolydianUseful scales: D Blues Scale (D
12 3 45 6 b7 1
Bb Mixolydian

3 5 6 b7 11 21b3 4 b5 5 b7 1

B Mixolydian (B7(BT) BB half/whole dimin.

12 3 4 5 6 b7 1 1 234 5 6 b7 1
1 b2 b3 3 b5 5 6 b7 1


